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 What did you have for breakfast? 

https://www.mentimeter.com/app
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Session 5  OBJECTIVES 

• Developing competences in supporting children 

with the language of schooling 

 

• Sharing your own strategies and developing 

them 

 

• Exploring scaffolding strategies and 

differentiated teaching materials  
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Making the Unseen Visible: 

Experiences of Moises 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6Y0HAjLKYI&feature=player_embedded  

1. Watch the video up to 5 

minutes – then discuss: 

2. What do you learn about 

Moises? 

3. What does Moises do to try 

to participate in the lesson? 

4. What could the teacher have 

done to enable Moises 

demonstrate what he knows? 

5. What would you do to help 

Moises in the classroom? 

What happens or might 

happen in your school? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6Y0HAjLKYI&feature=player_embedded
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Attention to language in the 

subject classroom will not only 

improve the pupils’ competence 

in subject-based as well as 

general language use, but will 

also help deepen their 

understanding of the subject 

matter and their wider learning 

in the subject. 
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BICS and CALP 

(Cummins 1979) 

• Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills 

• Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency 

 

• BICS : ~  2 years 

• CALP : 5 – 7 years 
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BICS and CALP  

Implications 

• A student who is fluent in the social language may need 
support for developing academic language.  

• Teachers of content subjects (maths, history, etc.) need to 
be language aware and be able to: 

– Identify the component parts of academic language 

– Identify students’ needs 

– Make academic language accessible to students (all 
students) 

• Teachers of the language of schooling may support this by 
making connections to those contents.  
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Language-aware teaching practice 

The teacher 

anticipates the 

subject related 

language needs 

and the expected 

language 

outcomes. 

Preparation of teaching lessons:  
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Language Descriptors 

• These resources highlight challenges for young 
learners in subject classes where the language of 
instruction is not their first language.  

• Focus on minimum language standards in 
history/civics and mathematics for learners aged 
12/13 and 15/16.  

• The language descriptors are linked to CEFR 
levels A2, B1 and B2. 

• Available in six languages (English, French, 
Finnish, Lithuanian, Norwegian, Portuguese). 
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Language Descriptors 

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2012-2015/LanguageDescriptors/tabid/1800/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2012-2015/LanguageDescriptors/tabid/1800/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2012-2015/LanguageDescriptors/tabid/1800/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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DEVELOPING LANGUAGE 

AWARENESS IN SUBJECT 

CLASSES 

 

DÉVELOPPER LA CONSCIENCE 

LINGUISTIQUE DANS LES MATIÈRES 

SCOLAIRES 

• 3 steps for subject teachers: planning  –  teaching  –  learning 

• A treasure trove of tools: check-lists for language-sensitive teaching, self-evaluation 

grids, language and subject teacher collaboration, case-studies … 

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/tabid/1854/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/tabid/1854/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/tabid/1854/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Scaffolding for content  

and language 

Scaffolding is temporary 

help that assists students to 

become more independent 

and capable of handling 

learning more on their own. 

What a student can with 

support today, (s)he will be 

able to do alone tomorrow.  
maledive.ecml.at 

achievenowpd.com 

http://achievenowpd.com/
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Groupwork: Sharing ideas for scaffolding learning  

(15 minutes) 

Look at MALEDIVE here: 
http://maledive.ecml.at/Portals/45/Basic_tasks_scaffolding.pdf 

 

• How might you adjust the 1st ‘basic task’ 

(Writing) to enable all your students to 

demonstrate what they are capable of?  

http://maledive.ecml.at/Portals/45/Basic_tasks_scaffolding.pdf
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Scaffolding – writing task 

 use other ways of responding - visuals, role play 

 write a slogan instead of extended writing 

 use technology - different tools to make accessible and fun (mind 

mapping, translation) 

 use of dictionaries - any support they can find 

 write what they can 

 Group/pair work they share tasks and not all have to do same amount 

of writing 

 provide vocabulary/phrases - useful language they can use 

 fill in gaps 

 pair work 

 templates for different kinds of text 

 collaborate in own language. 

 



This initiative is carried out within the framework of the Innovative Methodologies  
and Assessment in Language Learning cooperation agreement between 
the European Centre for Modern Languages and the European Commission 

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation 

Pluriliteracies Teaching for Learning 

• Shows teachers and materials developers ways 

of fostering deep learning by paying attention to 

the development of students‘ subject specific 

literacies 

 

 Further ideas on scaffolding 

 Ideas about how to differentiate materials 

http://pluriliteracies.ecml.at
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Scaffolding receptive skills  

Reading – listening 

• Orientating reading/listening 

– Overall topic? Title? 

– Multiple choice 

– True or false 

– Ask about specific information 

– Fill in the gaps (if transcript available) 

– Questions 

– Summarise, translate etc etc 

Differentiation is possible on the same text 
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Scaffolding productive tasks 

• Ideas on earlier slide 

• Writing frames 

• Divide the task in different smaller steps  

• Provide examples of good products  

• Texts to imitate the construction 

• Tutorials to explain 
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pluriliteracies.ecml.at 
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pluriliteracies.ecml.at 
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If you want to find (more)  

examples of scaffolding 

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffold

inglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx  

 

https://www.ecml.at/ECML-

Programme/Programme2016-

2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2Scaffolding

Techniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx  

 

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/School/Scaffoldinglearning/tabid/3618/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
https://www.ecml.at/ECML-Programme/Programme2016-2019/languageinsubjects/Step2Teaching/2ScaffoldingTechniques/tabid/4232/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Scaffolding writing/speaking 

Maledive.ecml.at 
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Scaffolding writing/speaking 

Maledive.ecml.at 
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Maledive.ecml.at 
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Scaffolding writing 

 

Pre-writing 

Maledive.ecml.at 
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Scaffolding writing 

Maledive.ecml.at 
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pause café 

kafijas pauze 

sos caife 

coffee break 

prestávka na kávu 

кофе-брейк 

Kaffeepause 

odmor za kavo 


